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Pastor Jason King // September 13, 2020



Letter to the Church in Smyrna
God in the Midst of Suffering
Revelation 2:8-11

This week, Pastor Jason challenged us from the Letter to the Church in Smyrna. This church was being persecuted because they were not participating in the emperor’s cult. This culture was participating in all types of behavior that was not glorifying to God. Many Christians who were Jews had found safety by being part of the synagogue. However, when this letter was written, the Jewish Christians were being betrayed by fellow Jews who were telling the Christian Jews that they could not come to the synagogue. Additionally, according to the IVP Bible Background Commentary, there were informers who would tell the authorities about Christians that were not participating in the emperor’s cult and were not Jews. They were questioned and often punished because of their “lack of civic loyalty.”  

The encouragements to the church at Smyrna were many: 

1. God can be trusted with your today and your tomorrow as well as your life here and into eternity.
Scripture: Revelation 2:8 and 1 Corinthians 15:55

Ask and Answer:
· Do you feel like this is true in your life?
· Can God be trusted?
· What is your experience with trusting God?

2. God has already been where we are and where we are going.
Scripture: Revelation 2:9

Reflect:
· “Did God come to earth so He would know what it’s like to be man? No! God knows all things. He came to earth so that we would know that He knows what it feels like to be man.” – Pastor Jason

Thought to Ponder:
Don’t you wish you could see some of the things Jesus saw in his lifetime to understand that He really DOES know what you are enduring?  One of the greatest visual representations we have seen is the series, THE CHOSEN. If you haven’t seen it, you may want to check it out. Download THE CHOSEN app to watch some of the famous scenes from the portrayed life of Jesus! 




3. God receives our trust IN Him as worship TO Him. 

Ask and Answer:
· What are your biggest areas of NOT being able to trust God?
· What led you to those struggles? (Share an example if you feel comfortable)
· How can you worship God by trusting Him?
· Is there something you can say or a scripture you can quote to comfort yourself in the storm?
· Suggestion: Pray the Lord’s Prayer. When we don’t know what to say, this is how Jesus taught us to pray!

4. As a believer your suffering is only temporary.
Scripture: Revelation 2:10 and 2 Corinthians 4:8-10

Ask and Answer:
· What is your initial reaction to suffering? 
· Do you tend to see it as an opportunity, or do you immediately resent it?
· What does your response to suffering lead to?
· Bitterness? Rage? Humility? Repentance?
· What are some things that you want to change in your response to suffering?
· A counselor once told her clients to ask God this question when ‘life’ would happen: “God, WHO do YOU want to be for ME in THIS moment?”
· God is relational and He wants to meet us in every moment. We invite Him in when we ask WHO He wants to be for us. When you ask this, whether in suffering or in rejoicing, write down His answer. And then ask Him again and again in different situations. We get to know Him and His character when we do this and in turn, we build trust and learn more of WHO God IS.

Thought to Ponder:
As a believer, how do we know when to take a stand for Jesus by disobeying the ‘emperor’s cult’ demands in our society? We commonly hear that we need to show the love of Jesus through our actions. How do we set an example of honoring our leaders while also honoring God? Is there a time where we draw a line in the sand and say that we will not submit? What does that look like?


5. He is (and will always) use your suffering to produce something of immense eternal value.
Scripture: Revelation 2:10-11

Ask and Answer:
· Be honest. Do you feel comforted by the knowledge that God is working your suffering for your eternal good? Yes or no, why?
· How do we know if our suffering has a purpose or if we have somehow ‘missed’ the Will of God?
· What are some ways that you can seek help or healing to hear God more clearly and to trust HIM more?
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