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Pastor Jason King // September 20, 2020




Letters to the Church in Pergamum
Living Strong in The Age of Compromise

Revelation 2:12-17 (NIV)

Break the Ice:  
Ask each member of your group: What was your favorite TV or radio show growing up? Why did you love it?

Go Deeper:
Truths to Keep You Living Strong in The Age of Compromise

The Church at Pergamum was in a city that was full of evil. There were some members of their church that were participating in the civil religion which was full of sin. The IVP commentary tells us that, “all citizens were expected to participate in civic religion…” When a believer did not participate, the pressure was strong and convincing. 

1. Jesus is the one who sets the standard of right and wrong. 

Discuss together how to balance respecting our authorities when those authorities or governing offices are not in line with the standard of Jesus. 

Use Hebrews 4:12 as a part of your discussion: “For the Word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”

2. No matter what is happening in our world, your call to be a witness doesn’t change. 

What does it mean to “be a witness”? 

In what areas have you been able to maintain a Christian witness despite burdens to compromise? Describe your experience.

What areas have been difficult for you to maintain a Christian witness? Have you given into compromise? What has that looked like?

3. Guard what you allow to influence you. 

A member of the congregation at Pergamum had been killed for his faith, and yet they had stayed faithful. The IVP Bible Background Commentary tells us …. “most citizens wanted to participate in imperial festivals and eat the meat of sacrificed animals doled out at many pagan festivals. Once one Christian was legally martyred, the legal precedent was set for the execution of Christians in other provinces.”  

This Letter to the Church in Pergamum tells us that Antipas was killed and many of the believers in this church probably knew him…Discuss:

How do you think you would respond if one of your church friends was martyred? 

What part of your life is most pressured to conform to the world around us?

4. Get your strength from Jesus Christ. 

Unfathomable reward is promised to the one who conquers or “overcomes.” In a culture that is not accustomed to suffering or persecution, we may have trouble identifying with the struggles that the Church at Pergamum faced, yet, we do still have troubles. 

	What things make you feel strengthened by Jesus? 

What do you most look forward to in heaven?

What unfathomable reward do you think will be there for us when we arrive in front of Jesus? 

Wrap Up:
Take a moment to consider the following quote from Pastor Jason’s sermon. Ask yourself and then bravely share your answer: How will this change the way you live on this side of heaven.

“Eagerly awaiting the return of Christ because you love Him and can’t wait to be with Him is quite different than, ‘Get me out of here because I don’t like it…’ As the American church, when pressure and difficulties arise, if we are not careful, we can stop thinking about mission and purpose and start thinking about self-preservation.”
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