Our Community Groups meet throughout the Denver Metro
Area. You can find a listing of these groups online at
www.fbci.org/smallgroups. For more information or

questions, please contact Ceely Ann at 303.424.2121,
ext. 92407 or ceelyann.lonergan@fbci.org.

Please feel free to come down to the front
for prayer after service.
“...pray for one another...” James 5:16

Pastor Blake Mattocks
January 15, 2014

No Shortcuts
Part 2

“So we must listen very carefully to the truth we have heard, or
we may drift away from it. For the message God delivered
through angels has always stood firm, and every violation of
the law and every act of disobedience was punished. So what
makes us think we can escape if we ignore this great salvation
that was first

1. Rely on what you know, not what you feel

“Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the heavenly calling,
fix your thoughts on Jesus, the apostle and high priest whom
we confess. He was faithful to the one who appointed him, just
as Moses was faithful in all God's house. Jesus has been
found worthy of greater honor than Moses, just as the builder
of a house has greater honor than the house itself. For every
house is built by someone, but God is the builder of
everything. Moses was faithful as a servant in all God's house,
testifying to what would be said in the future. But Christ is
faithful as a son over God's house. And we are his house, if
we hold on to our courage and the hope of which we boast.
So, as the Holy Spirit says: ‘Today, if you hear his voice, do
not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion, during the
time of testing in the desert, where your fathers tested and
tried me and for forty years saw what | did. That is why | was
angry with that generation, and | said, “Their hearts are always
going astray, and they have not known my ways.” So |
declared on oath in my anger, “They shall never enter my



rest.” See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful,
unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. But
encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so
that none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness. We
have come to share in Christ if we hold firmly till the end the
confidence we had at first. As has just been said: ‘Today, if
you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as you did in the
rebellion.” Who were they who heard and rebelled? Were they
not all those Moses led out of Egypt? And with whom was he
angry for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose
bodies fell in the desert? And to whom did God swear that
they would never enter his rest if not to those who disobeyed?
So we see that they were not able to enter, because of their
unbelief.” Hebrews 3:1-19 (NIV)

2. Work hard to discover your blind spots

A subject about which a person is ignorant or prejudiced,
or an occupation in which he or she is inefficient

“So, as the Holy Spirit says: ‘Today, if you hear his voice, do
not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion, during the
time of testing in the desert, where your fathers tested and
tried me and for forty years saw what | did. That is why | was
angry with that generation, and | said, “Their hearts are always
going astray, and they have not known my ways.””

Hebrews 3:7-10 (NIV)

3. Risk more than others think is safe

If you died today, what would you regret NOT

“But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called today,
so that none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness.”
Hebrews 3:13 (NIV)

4. Go to extremes in matters of principle

“We have come to share in Christ if we hold firmly till the end

the confidence we had at first. As has just been said: ‘Today, if
you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as you did in the
rebellion.” Hebrews 3:14-15 (NIV)

5. Unless you face your fear and confront your unbelief, it
will be your constant and limiting partner

“And who was it who rebelled against God, even though they
heard his voice? Wasn't it the people Moses led out of Egypt?
And who made God angry for forty years? Wasn't it the people
who sinned, whose corpses lay in the wilderness? And to
whom was God speaking when he took an oath that they
would never enter his rest? Wasn't it the people who
disobeyed him? So we see that because of their unbelief they
were not able to enter his rest.” Hebrews 3:16-19 (NLT)



