Our Community Groups meet throughout the Denver Metro
Area. You can find a listing of these groups online at
www.fbci.org/smallgroups. For more information or

questions, please contact Ceely Ann at 303.424.2121,
ext. 92407 or ceelyann.lonergan@fbci.org.

Please feel free to come down to the front
for prayer after service.
“...pray for one another...” James 5:16

Pastor Blake Mattocks
January 8, 2014

No Shortcuts

“And so, dear brothers and sisters, we can boldly enter
heaven's Most Holy Place because of the blood of Jesus. By
his death, Jesus opened a new and life-giving way through the
curtain into the Most Holy Place. And since we have a great
High Priest who rules over God's house, let us go right into
the presence of God with sincere hearts fully trusting him. For
our guilty consciences have been sprinkled with Christ's blood
to make us clean, and our bodies have been washed with pure
water. Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we
affirm, for God can be trusted to keep his promise. Let us think
of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good
works. And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some
people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the
day of his return is drawing near.”  Hebrews 10:19-25 (NLT)

1. LET US GO: We need confidence and conviction to do

what God is asking

e There are no shortcuts to intimacy with God



“The purpose of my instruction is that all believers would be
filled with love that comes from a pure heart, a clear
conscience, and genuine faith. But some people have missed
this whole point. They have turned away from these things and
spend their time in meaningless discussions.”

1 Timothy 1:5-6 (NLT)

“Timothy, my son, here are my instructions for you, based on
the prophetic words spoken about you earlier. May they help
you fight well in the Lord's battles. Cling to your faith in Christ,
and keep your conscience clear. For some people have
deliberately violated their consciences; as a result, their faith
has been shipwrecked. Hymenaeus and Alexander are two
examples. . .” 1 Timothy 1:18-20 (NLT)

2. LET US HOLD TIGHTLY: At the beginning of any test
our faith is challenged, at the end it is rewarded

“Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your
minds because of your evil behavior. But now he has
reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to
present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from
accusation— if you continue in your faith, established and firm,
not moved from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the
gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every
creature under heaven, and of which |, Paul, have become a
servant.” Colossians 1:21-23 (NIV)

e There are no shortcuts to living out our testimony

3. LET US NOT NEGLECT: The shared life is the most
satisfied life

“All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including
the Lord's Supper), and to prayer. A deep sense of awe came
over them all, and the apostles performed many miraculous
signs and wonders. And all the believers met together in one
place and shared everything they had. They sold their property
and possessions and shared the money with those in need.
They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in
homes for the Lord's Supper, and shared their meals with
great joy and generosity— all the while praising God and
enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord
added to their fellowship those who were being saved.”

Acts 2:42-47 (NLT)

e There are no shortcuts to building relationships



