
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Community Groups meet throughout the Denver Metro 
Area. You can find a listing of these groups online at 
www.fbci.org/smallgroups.  For more information or 

questions, please contact Ceely Ann at 303.424.2121, 
ext. 92407 or ceelyann.lonergan@fbci.org. 

 
Please feel free to come down to the front 

for prayer after service.  
  “…pray for one another…”    James 5:16 

 

 

 
 

The Tragic Kingdom 
 
 
Tragic: dreadful, calamitous, disastrous, or fatal, a tragic 
event  
 
Obvious: open to view or knowledge; evident 
 

 
“One day an expert in religious law stood up to test Jesus by 
asking him this question: ‘Teacher, what should I do to 
inherit eternal life?’ Jesus replied, ‘What does the law of 
Moses say? How do you read it?’  The man answered, ‘You 
must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, 
all your strength, and all your mind.' And, 'Love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ ‘Right!’ Jesus told him. ‘Do this and you will live!’ 
The man wanted to justify his actions, so he asked Jesus, 
‘And who is my neighbor?’ 
 

Parable of the Good Samaritan 

Jesus replied with a story: ‘A Jewish man was traveling on a 
trip from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he was attacked by 
bandits. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him up, and left 
him half dead beside the road. By chance a priest came along. 
But when he saw the man lying there, he crossed to the other 
side of the road and passed him by. A Temple assistant 
walked over and looked at him lying there, but he also passed 
by on the other side. Then a despised Samaritan came along, 
and when he saw the man, he felt compassion for him. Going 
over to him, the Samaritan soothed his wounds with olive oil 
and wine and bandaged them. Then he put the man on his 
own donkey and took him to an inn, where he took care of 
him. The next day he handed the innkeeper two silver coins, 
telling him, “Take care of this man. If his bill runs higher than 
this, I'll pay you the next time I'm here.” Now which of these 
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three would you say was a neighbor to the man who was 
attacked by bandits?’ Jesus asked. The man replied, ‘The one 
who showed him mercy.’ Then Jesus said, ‘Yes, now go and 
do the same.’”                                           Luke 10:25-37 (NLT) 
 
 
 

1. The obvious is where we become desensitized to  

     people’s pain 
 

 

 

2. There was a selfish indifference  
 
 
 

3. The obvious is where excuses are often self-justified  
 
 
 

4. The tragic kingdom is defeated by those who take great  

     risks, and those who make great sacrifices     

 

The ominous: warning of evil or harm; foreboding; 

threatening; unfavorable   

 
“Jesus said, ‘There was a certain rich man who was splendidly 
clothed in purple and fine linen and who lived each day in 
luxury.  At his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus who was 
covered with sores. As Lazarus lay there longing for scraps 
from the rich man's table, the dogs would come and lick his 
open sores. Finally, the poor man died and was carried by the 
angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was 
buried, and his soul went to the place of the dead. There, in 
torment, he saw Abraham in the far distance with Lazarus at 
his side. The rich man shouted, “Father Abraham, have some 
pity! Send Lazarus over here to dip the tip of his finger in water 
and cool my tongue. I am in anguish in these flames.” But 
Abraham said to him, “Son, remember that during your lifetime 

you had everything you wanted, and Lazarus had nothing. So 
now he is here being comforted, and you are in anguish.  And 
besides, there is a great chasm separating us. No one can 
cross over to you from here, and no one can cross over to us 
from there.” Then the rich man said, “Please, Father Abraham, 
at least send him to my father's home. For I have five brothers, 
and I want him to warn them so they don't end up in this place 
of torment.” But Abraham said, “Moses and the prophets have 
warned them. Your brothers can read what they wrote.” The 
rich man replied, “No, Father Abraham! But if someone is sent 
to them from the dead, then they will repent of their sins and 
turn to God.” But Abraham said, “If they won't listen to Moses 
and the prophets, they won't listen even if someone rises from 
the dead.”’”                                                Luke 16:19-31 (NLT) 
 
 
 

5. The Tragic Kingdom is a kingdom of delusion, leading  

     to deception 
 
 
 

6. In the Tragic Kingdom, people die of neglect; it is the 

simple and not the miraculous that is most needed 

 
“Then, calling the crowd to join his disciples, he said, ‘If any of 
you wants to be my follower, you must turn from your selfish 
ways, take up your cross, and follow me. If you try to hang on 
to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my 
sake and for the sake of the Good News, you will save it. And 
what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your 
own soul? Is anything worth more than your soul?’”  
                                                                    Mark 8:34-37 (NLT) 
 
 

 

7. In the Tragic Kingdom, people are not extinct and they 

are conscious 


