Our Community Groups meet throughout the Denver Metro
Area. You can find a listing of these groups online at
www.fbci.org/smallgroups. For more information or questions,
please contact Ceely Ann at 303.424.2121, ext. 92407 or
ceelyann.lonergan@fbci.org.

Please feel free to come down to the front
for prayer after service.
“...pray for one another...” James 5:16

Pastor Blake Mattocks
June 26, 2013

The Road to Moriah

“It was by faith that Abraham offered Isaac as a sacrifice when
God was testing him. Abraham, who had received God's
promises, was ready to sacrifice his only son, Isaac, even
though God had told him, ‘Isaac is the son through whom your
descendants will be counted.” Abraham reasoned that if Isaac
died, God was able to bring him back to life again. And in a
sense, Abraham did receive his son back from the dead.”
Hebrews 11:17-19 (NLT)

What is the most courageous thing you have ever done?

¢ From certainty to insecurity
e From insecurity to surrender

o From surrender to sacrifice

“And so, dear brothers and sisters, | plead with you to give
your bodies to God because of all he has done for you. Let
them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find
acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him. Don't copy
the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform
you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then
you will learn to know God's will for you, which is good and
pleasing and perfect.” Romans 12:1-2 (NLT)

1. Focus on the promises of God, not the explanations



“Sometime later, God tested Abraham'’s faith. ‘Abraham!” God
called. ‘Yes,’ he replied. ‘Here | am.’ ‘“Take your son, your only
son—yes, Isaac, whom you love so much—and go to the land
of Moriah. Go and sacrifice him as a burnt offering on one of
the mountains, which | will show you.” Genesis 22:1-2 (NLT)

e We must work through the confusion stage

2. Expect there to be a crisis of belief in your faith walk

“The next morning Abraham got up early. He saddled his
donkey and took two of his servants with him, along with his
son, Isaac. Then he chopped wood for a fire for a burnt
offering and set out for the place God had told him about. On
the third day of their journey, Abraham looked up and saw the
place in the distance. ‘Stay here with the donkey,’ Abraham
told the servants. ‘The boy and | will travel a little farther. We
will worship there, and then we will come right back.””

Genesis 22:3-5 (NLT)

¢ We must walk through the loneliness stage

3. You must be dependent on God’s provision

“Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on
his son Isaac and him himself carried the fire and the knife. As
the two of them went on together, Isaac spoke up and said to
his father Abraham, ‘Father?’ ‘Yes, my son?’ Abraham replied.
‘The fire and wood are here,’ Isaac said, ‘but where is the
lamb for the burnt offering?’ Abraham answered, ‘God himself
will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” And the
two of them went on together.” Genesis 22:6-8 (NIV)

e Expect doubt to try and sabotage your decisions

“Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live
righteously, and he will give you everything you need. So don't
worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring its own worries.
Today's trouble is enough for today.” Matthew 6:33-34 (NLT)

4. God asks Abraham to commit to the unbearable and
expect the impossible

“When they reached the place God had told him about,
Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He
bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the
wood. Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay
his son. But the angel of the Lord called out to him from
heaven, ‘Abraham! Abraham!’ ‘Here | am,’ he replied. ‘Do not
lay a hand on the boy,” he said. ‘Do not do anything to him.
Now | know that you fear God, because you have not withheld
from me your son, your only son.” Abraham looked up and
there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went
over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering
instead of his son. So Abraham called that place The Lord Will
Provide. And to this day it is said, ‘On the mountain of the Lord
it will be provided.” Genesis 22:9-14 (NIV)

Our faith is not really tested until God asks us to bear
what seems unbearable, do what seems unreasonable,
and expect what seems impossible.

5. God will provide in the place of your obedience

“It was by faith that Abraham offered Isaac as a sacrifice when
God was testing him. Abraham, who had received God's
promises, was ready to sacrifice his only son, Isaac, even
though God had told him, ‘Isaac is the son through whom your
descendants will be counted.” Abraham reasoned that if Isaac
died, God was able to bring him back to life again. And in a
sense, Abraham did receive his son back from the dead.”
Hebrews 11:17-19 (NLT)



