We have Community Groups throughout the Denver Metro
Area. You can find a listing of these groups online at
www.fbci.org/smallgroups. For more information or questions,
please contact Ceely Ann at 303.424.2121, ext. 92407 or
ceelyann.lonergan@fbci.org.

Please feel free to come down to the front
for prayer after service.
“...pray for one another...” James 5:16

Pastor Blake Mattocks
May 29, 2013

Faith Forward

“My father taught me, ‘Take my words to heart. Follow my
commands, and you will live. Get wisdom; develop good
judgment. Don’t forget my words or turn away from them.
Don't turn your back on wisdom, for she will protect you. Love
her, and she will guard you. Getting wisdom is the wisest thing
you can do! And whatever else you do, develop good
judgment. If you prize wisdom, she will make you great.
Embrace her, and she will honor you. She will place a lovely
wreath on your head she will present you with a beautiful
crown.” Proverbs 4:4-9 (NLT)

1. To move from insecurity back to faith we need wisdom,
not answers

Necessities of Faith Forward

2. You must trust God consistently and convincingly

“The Lord had said to Abram, ‘Leave your country, your
people and your father's household and go to the land I will
show you. | will make you into a great nation and | will bless
you; | will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. |
will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you | will
curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”
Genesis 12:1-3 (NIV)



3. You must constantly invest in your relationship with
God

“Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great
tree of Moreh at Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were
in the land. The Lord appeared to Abram and said, ‘To your
offspring I will give this land.’ So he built an altar there to the
Lord, who had appeared to him. From there he went on toward
the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the
west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the Lord and
called on the name of the Lord.” Genesis 12:6-8 (NIV)

4. You must learn the discipline of meditating on God’s
word

“It was not through law that Abraham and his offspring
received the promise that he would be heir of the world, but
through the righteousness that comes by faith. For if those
who live by law are heirs, faith has no value and the promise is
worthless, because law brings wrath. And where there is no
law there is no transgression. Therefore, the promise comes
by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to
all Abraham'’s offspring — not only to those who are of the law
but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham. He is the
father of us all. As it is written: ‘I have made you a father of
many nations.’ He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he
believed — the God who gives life to the dead and calls things
that are not as though they were. Against all hope, Abraham in
hope believed and so became the father of many nations, just
as it had been said to him, ‘So shall your offspring be.’
Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body
was as good as dead — since he was about a hundred years
old — and that Sarah's womb was also dead. Yet he did not
waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was
strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, being fully
persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised.

This is why ‘it was credited to him as righteousness.’ The
words ‘it was credited to him’ were written not for him alone,
but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness — for us
who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead.
He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to
life for our justification.” Romans 4:13-25 (NIV)

5. You must exercise faith in what God tells you to do

“You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one God.
Good for you! Even the demons believe this, and they tremble
in terror. How foolish! Can't you see that faith without good
deeds is useless? Don't you remember that our ancestor
Abraham was shown to be right with God by his actions when
he offered his son Isaac on the altar? You see his faith and his
actions worked together. His actions made his faith complete.
And so it happened just as the Scriptures say: ‘Abraham
believed God, and God counted him as righteous because of
his faith.” He was even called the friend of God. So you see,
we are shown to be right with God by what we do, not by faith
alone.” James 2:19-24 (NLT)
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