“Blessed is the man who finds wisdom, the man who gains
understanding, for she is more profitable than silver and yields
better returns than gold. She is more precious than rubies;
nothing you desire can compare with her. Long life is in her
right hand; in her left hand are riches and honor. Her ways are
pleasant ways, and all her paths are peace. She is a tree of
life to those who embrace her; those who lay hold of her will
be blessed.” Proverbs 3:13-18 (NIV)

We have Community Groups throughout the Denver Metro
Area. You can find a listing of these groups online at
www.fbci.org/smallgroups. For more information or questions,
please contact Ceely Ann at 303.424.2121, ext. 92407 or
ceelyann.lonergan@fbci.org.

Please feel free to come down to the front
for prayer after service.
“...pray for one another...” James 5:16
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Faith Forward
From Certainty to Insecurity

“The Lord said to Abram after Lot had parted from him, ‘Lift up
your eyes from where you are and look north and south, east
and west. All the land that you see | will give to you and your
offspring forever. | will make your offspring like the dust of the
earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, then your
offspring could be counted. Go, walk through the length and
breadth of the land, for | am giving it to you.”

Genesis 13:14-17 (NIV)

Dilemma: any difficult or perplexing situation or problem; “A
situation that requires a choice between options that are, or
seem equally unfavorable; a problem that seems to defy a
satisfactory solution.”

Let’s Make Some Observations

1. Don’t get caught in the undertow of impatience and
rationalizing

“But Abram said, ‘O Sovereign Lord, what can you give me
since | remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate
is Eliezer of Damascus?’ And Abram said, ‘You have given
me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.’
Then the word of the Lord came to him: “This man will not be
your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your
heir.” He took him outside and said, ‘Look up at the heavens
and count the stars — if indeed you can count them.” Then he
said to him, ‘So shall your offspring be.” Genesis 15:2-5 (NIV)

In what areas of your life are you being impatient?




2. Abraham is drifting from certainty to insecurity

“Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children. But she
had an Egyptian maidservant named Hagar; so she said to
Abram, ‘The Lord has kept me from having children. Go, sleep

with my maidservant; perhaps | can build a family through her.’

Abram agreed to what Sarai said. So after Abram had been
living in Canaan ten years, Sarai his wife took her Egyptian
maidservant Hagar and gave her to her husband to be his
wife. He slept with Hagar, and she conceived. When she knew
she was pregnant, she began to despise her mistress. Then
Sarai said to Abram, ‘You are responsible for the wrong | am
suffering. | put my servant in your arms, and now that she
knows she is pregnant, she despises me. May the Lord judge
between you and me.” ‘Your servant is in your hands,’ Abram
said. ‘Do with her whatever you think best.’ Then Sarai
mistreated Hagar; so she fled from her. The angel of the Lord
found Hagar near a spring in the desert; it was the spring that
is beside the road to Shur. And he said, ‘Hagar, servant of
Sarai, where have you come from, and where are you going?’
‘I'm running away from my mistress Sarai,” she answered.
Then the angel of the Lord told her, ‘Go back to your mistress
and submit to her.” The angel added, ‘I will so increase your
descendants that they will be too numerous to count.”
Genesis 16:1-10 (NIV)

3. We must learn to wait, which is often mastered in
solitude and low light

“When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to
him and said, ‘| am God Almighty; walk before me and be
blameless. | will confirm my covenant between me and you
and will greatly increase your numbers.”” Genesis 17:1-2 (NIV)

“Yet | am confident | will see the Lord's goodness while | am

here in the land of the living. Wait patiently for the Lord. Be

brave and courageous. Yes, wait patiently for the Lord.”
Psalm 27:13-14 (NLT)

In what specific areas in your life is God requiring to wait on
him?

4. Expect the fire of delayed answers

“God also said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you are no
longer to call her Sarai; her name will be Sarah. | will bless her
and will surely give you a son by her. | will bless her so that
she will be the mother of nations; kings of peoples will come
from her.” Abraham fell facedown; he laughed and said to
himself, ‘Will a son be born to a man a hundred years old? Will
Sarah bear a child at the age of ninety?’ And Abraham said to
God, ‘If only Ishmael might live under your blessing!” Then
God said, ‘Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and
you will call him Isaac.” Genesis 17:15-19a (NIV)

How are you responding to the delays in your life?
With

5. Recognize the need for the wisdom of God, then seek it
out

“Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles come your way,
consider it an opportunity for great joy. For you know that
when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to
grow. So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully
developed, you will be perfect and complete, needing nothing.
If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and he will give it
to you. He will not rebuke you for asking. But when you ask
him, be sure that your faith is in God alone. Do not waver, for
a person with divided loyalty is as unsettled as a wave of the
sea that is blown and tossed by the wind. Such people should
not expect to receive anything from the Lord. Their loyalty is
divided between God and the world, and they are unstable in
everything they do.” James 1:2-8 (NLT)



