
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have Community Groups throughout the Denver Metro 
Area. You can find a listing of these groups online at 

www.fbci.org/smallgroups.  For more information or questions, 
please contact Ceely Ann at 303.424.2121, ext. 92407 or 

ceelyann.lonergan@fbci.org 
 

Please feel free to come down to the front 
for prayer after service.  

  “…pray for one another…”    James 5:16 

 
 

 

Faith Forward 
 

“In the same way, ‘Abraham believed God, and God counted 
him as righteous because of his faith.’ The real children of 
Abraham, then, are those who put their faith in God. What's 
more, the Scriptures looked forward to this time when God 
would declare the Gentiles to be righteous because of their 
faith. God proclaimed this good news to Abraham long ago 
when he said, ‘All nations will be blessed through you.’ So all 
who put their faith in Christ share the same blessing Abraham 
received because of his faith.”                 Galatians 3:6-9 (NLT) 
 
                                                                                                       
1. Faith forward starts with my consent and requires my 

cooperation 

 
“And it is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who 
wants to come to him must believe that God exists and that he 
rewards those who sincerely seek him.”    Hebrews 11:6 (NLT)       
                                                                

 
2. Faith forward requires training and it comes through 
testing 
 
“Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of 
many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith 
develops perseverance.”                               James 1:2-3 (NIV) 
 

 
3. The test of famine: this reveals your surplus levels 
 
“At that time a severe famine struck the land of Canaan, 
forcing Abram to go down to Egypt, where he lived as a 
foreigner.”                                                  Genesis 12:10 (NLT) 
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4. The test of fear:  this will reveal where your confidence 

comes from                                                        
 

“As he was approaching the border of Egypt, Abram said to 
his wife, Sarai, ‘Look, you are a very beautiful woman. When 
the Egyptians see you, they will say, “This is his wife. Let's kill 
him; then we can have her!” So please tell them you are my 
sister. Then they will spare my life and treat me well because 
of their interest in you.’”                       Genesis 12:11-13 (NLT)                                                                                                 
 
“So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly 
rewarded. You need to persevere so that when you have done 
the will of God, you will receive what he has promised.”                                                                                                            
                                                             Hebrews 10:35-36 (NIV) 
 

• Fear was the foundation and was manifest in control   
 
 

5. The test of failure: this will reveal how you respond to 

disappointment 

 
“And sure enough, when Abram arrived in Egypt, everyone 
spoke of Sarai's beauty. When the palace officials saw her, 
they sang her praises to Pharaoh, their king, and Sarai was 
taken into his palace. Then Pharaoh gave Abram many gifts 
because of her—sheep, goats, cattle, male and female 
donkeys, male and female servants, and camels. But the Lord 
sent terrible plagues upon Pharaoh and his household 
because of Sarai, Abram's wife. So Pharaoh summoned 
Abram and accused him sharply. ‘What have you done to 
me?’ he demanded. ‘Why didn't you tell me she was your 
wife?’”                                                  Genesis 12:14-18 (NLT)                                                                                                    

 

• Abraham moved from trusting to scheming 
 
 
6. The test of fighting:  this reveals my priorities 

 
“Now Lot, who was moving about with Abram, also had flocks 
and herds and tents. But the land could not support them while 
they stayed together, for their possessions were so great that 
they were not able to stay together. And quarreling arose 
between Abram's herdsmen and the herdsmen of Lot. The 
Canaanites and Perizzites were also living in the land at that 
time. So Abram said to Lot, ‘Let's not have any quarreling 
between you and me, or between your herdsmen and mine, 
for we are brothers. Is not the whole land before you? Let's 
part company. If you go to the left, I'll go to the right; if you go 
to the right, I'll go to the left.’”                   Genesis 13:5-9 (NIV)       

 
“When Abram heard that his relative had been taken captive, 
he called out the 318 trained men born in his household and 
went in pursuit as far as Dan. During the night Abram divided 
his men to attack them and he routed them, pursuing them as 
far as Hobah, north of Damascus. He recovered all the goods 
and brought back his relative Lot and his possessions, 
together with the women and the other people.”                               
                                                              Genesis 14:14-16 (NIV) 
 
“Timothy, my son, I give you this instruction in keeping with the 
prophecies once made about you, so that by following them 
you may fight the good fight, holding on to faith and a good 
conscience. Some have rejected these and so have 
shipwrecked their faith.”                       1 Timothy 1:18-19 (NIV)       

 
 
7. Faith forward sees the invisible, believes the incredible, 

and receives the impossible 
 

“Sometime later, God tested Abraham's faith. ‘Abraham!’ God 
called. ‘Yes,’ he replied. ‘Here I am.’ ‘Take your son, your only 
son—yes, Isaac, whom you love so much—and go to the land 
of Moriah. Go and sacrifice him as a burnt offering on one of 
the mountains, which I will show you.’” 
                                                                 Genesis 22:1-2 (NLT) 


