We have Community Groups throughout the Denver Metro
Area. You can find a listing of these groups online at
www.fbci.org. Simply scroll over “ministries” and then click
on “Community Groups.” For more information or questions,
please contact Ceely Ann at 303.424.2121, ext. 92407 or
ceelyann.lonergan@fbci.org

Please feel free to come down to the front
for prayer after service.
“...pray for one another...” James 5:16

Pastor Blake Mattocks
February 15, 2012

“The Big Buts of Jesus”

"You have heard the law that says the punishment must
match the injury: "An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth."

But I say, do not resist an evil person! If someone slaps you
on the right cheek, offer the other cheek also. If you are sued
in court and your shirt is taken from you, give your coat, too. If
a soldier demands that you carry his gear for a mile, carry it
two miles. Give to those who ask, and don't turn away from
those who want to borrow.™ Matthew 5:38-42 (NLT)

1. The law permitted both revenge and vengeance in the
Old Testament

Revenge: to exact punishment or expiation for a wrong on
behalf of, especially in a resentful or vindictive spirit

Vengeance: Infliction of injury, harm, humiliation, or the
like, on a person by another who has been harmed by that
person

Violent revenge: An act or opportunity of inflicting
trouble



The Three Challenges of Jesus

e To think something
e To feel something

e To do something

2. Jesus was teaching that biblical thinking requires
biblical conviction

“For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you,

because our gospel came to you not simply with words, but

also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction.”
| Thessalonians 1:4-5 (NIV)

3. Jesus was teaching the importance of biblical
confidence, something we must feel

“So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly

rewarded. You need to persevere so that when you have

done the will of God, you will receive what he has promised.”
Hebrews 10:35-36 (NIV)

4. Jesus was teaching that we need courage, things we
must do

“Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be men of courage;
be strong. Do everything in love.”
1 Corinthians 16:13-14 (NIV)

“Dear brothers and sisters, we can't help but thank God for
you, because your faith is flourishing and your love for one
another is growing. We proudly tell God's other churches
about your endurance and faithfulness in all the persecutions
and hardships you are suffering. And God will use this
persecution to show his justice and to make you worthy of his
Kingdom, for which you are suffering.”

2 Thessalonians 1:3-5 (NLT)




